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Portugal the east and to Spain the west. French Huguenot
pirates alone disputed the monopoly of the two catholic nations.
Though a few English merchants, like William Hawkins the
elder, ventured to Guinea and Brazil, the majority kept to the
old trade with Holland and Spain. But by 1550 the English
temper was changing. Throughout the fifteenth century we
have seen English merchants forcing their wares in every Euro-
pean port, defying the monopolies of Hansa and Venice alike,

and claiming to control the northern sea-route by right of the
power of its gates at Dover and Calais. It was little likely that
a monopoly based on a Papal decree would hold them back
for long.

There were two possible policies; the new world was large
in fact and larger still in imagination, and the English might well
find for themselves lands and trade routes as yet unoccupied.
A north-east passage to India would balance the Portuguese
one by the Cape, settlements in North America might prove as
valuable as those farther south. In 1553 Sir John Willoughby
failed to find his way through Arctic seas, but npne the less the